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A visitor to Beijing in 1900, Chinese or foreign, would have been struck by the great number of native-place
lodges serving the needs of scholars and officials from the provinces. What were these native-place lodges?
How did they develop over time? How did they fit into and shape Beijing's urban ecology? How did they
further native-place ties?

In answering these questions, the author considers how native-place ties functioned as channels of
communication between China's provinces and the political center; how sojourners to the capital used
native-place ties to create solidarity within their communities of fellow provincials and within the class of
scholar-officials as a whole; how the state co-opted these ties as a means of maintaining order within the city
and controlling the imperial bureaucracy; how native-place ties transformed the urban landscape and social
structure of the city; and how these functions were refashioned in the decades of political innovation that
closed the Qing period. Native-place lodges are often cited as an example of the particularistic ties that
characterized traditional China and worked against the emergence of a modern state based on loyalty to the
nation. The author argues that by fostering awareness of membership in an elite group, the native-place
lodges generated a sense of belonging to a nation that furthered the reforms undertaken in the early twentieth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Taylor:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Localities at the Center:
Native Place, Space, and Power in Late Imperial Beijing (Harvard East Asian Monographs)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Colby Tapia:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Localities at the Center: Native Place, Space, and
Power in Late Imperial Beijing (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Duane Vega:

Localities at the Center: Native Place, Space, and Power in Late Imperial Beijing (Harvard East Asian
Monographs) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every
word into joy arrangement in writing Localities at the Center: Native Place, Space, and Power in Late
Imperial Beijing (Harvard East Asian Monographs) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Raymond Dixon:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. Localities at the Center: Native Place, Space, and Power in Late Imperial Beijing (Harvard East
Asian Monographs) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.
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