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The idea of living on the coast conjures images of rolling waves, rocky outcroppings, and sandy stretches of
beach. This picturesque conception stands in direct contrast to the reality of the natural world. In Just
Seconds from the Ocean: Coastal Living in the Wake of Katrina, William Sargent examines the real potential
for catastrophe in these seemingly idyllic locations and how coastal dwellers perch precariously on the edge
of disaster.

Following the devastation wrought in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the
need for a rational policy of coastal regulation and development became alarmingly clear. Sargent combines
firsthand interviews with incisive analysis of the natural environment, focusing not only on New Orleans
before and after Katrina, but also on how hurricanes and beach erosion have affected communities and cities
as diverse as Miami, New York, Atlantic City, and Galveston. A long-time natural scientist and dedicated
environmentalist, Sargent argues strenuously that serious consideration must be paid to the natural protection
provided by barrier islands, inlets, and free-flowing rivers as man-made features threaten to destroy these
built-in environmental safeguards.

Just Seconds from the Ocean is a timely and necessary examination of current coastal communities and
recent storms paired with historical insights into human reactions and responses to catastrophic flooding
from hurricanes. Analysis of events from the nineteenth century to the present creates a continuum of
knowledge and a chance to prepare for the future by examining the past. The science of global warming, sea
level rise, and other natural occurrences are woven into this precautionary tale of environmental phenomenon
and human resilience.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Just Seconds from the Ocean: Coastal
Living in the Wake of Katrina. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Patrice Gasaway:

Just Seconds from the Ocean: Coastal Living in the Wake of Katrina can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Just Seconds from the Ocean: Coastal Living in the Wake of Katrina but doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Edgar Workman:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Just Seconds from the Ocean:
Coastal Living in the Wake of Katrina can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Clayton Bruce:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Just Seconds from the Ocean: Coastal Living
in the Wake of Katrina. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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