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In Failure by Design, the Economic Policy Institute's Josh Bivens takes a step back from the acclaimed State
of Working America series, building on its wealth of data to relate a compelling narrative of the U.S.
economy's struggle to emerge from the Great Recession of 2008. Bivens explains the causes and impact on
working Americans of the most catastrophic economic policy failure since the 1920s.

As outlined clearly here, economic growth since the late 1970s has been slow and inequitably distributed,
largely as a result of poor policy choices. These choices only got worse in the 2000s, leading to an anemic
economic expansion. What growth we did see in the economy was fueled by staggering increases in private-
sector debt and a housing bubble that artificially inflated wealth by trillions of dollars. As had been
predicted, the bursting of the housing bubble had disastrous consequences for the broader economy, spurring
a financial crisis and a rise in joblessness that dwarfed those resulting from any recession since the Great
Depression. The fallout from the Great Recession makes it near certain that there will be yet another lost
decade of income growth for typical families, whose incomes had not been boosted by the previous decade's
sluggish and localized economic expansion.

In its broad narrative of how the economy has failed to deliver for most Americans over much of the past
three decades, Failure by Design also offers compelling graphical evidence on jobs, incomes, wages, and
other measures of economic well-being most relevant to low- and middle-income workers. Josh Bivens
tracks these trends carefully, giving a lesson in economic history that is readable yet rigorous in its analysis.
Intended as both a stand-alone volume and a companion to the new State of Working America website that
presents all of the data underlying this cogent analysis, Failure by Design will become required reading as a
road map to the economic problems that confront working Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Thomas:

This Failure by Design: The Story behind America's Broken Economy (An Economic Policy Institute Book)
are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Failure by
Design: The Story behind America's Broken Economy (An Economic Policy Institute Book) can be one of
many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Failure by
Design: The Story behind America's Broken Economy (An Economic Policy Institute Book) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Melanie Moore:

This Failure by Design: The Story behind America's Broken Economy (An Economic Policy Institute Book)
is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we
can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Failure by Design: The Story behind America's Broken Economy (An Economic Policy
Institute Book) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Lorraine Paisley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Failure by Design: The Story behind America's Broken Economy (An Economic Policy Institute Book) will
give you new experience in examining a book.

William Marsh:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Failure by Design: The Story behind
America's Broken Economy (An Economic Policy Institute Book) is simple bringing you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And



so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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