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Michael Ruse is one of the foremost Charles Darwin scholars of our time. For forty years he has written
extensively on Darwin, the scientific revolution that his work precipitated, and the nature and implications of
evolutionary thinking for today. Now, in the year marking the two hundredth anniversary of Darwin’s birth
and the one hundred fiftieth anniversary of his masterpiece, On the Origin of Species, Ruse reevaluates the
legacy of Darwin in this collection of new and recent essays.

Beginning with pre-Darwinian concepts of organic origins proposed by the great German philosopher
Immanuel Kant, Ruse shows the challenges that Darwin’s radically different idea faced. He then discusses
natural selection as a powerful metaphor; Alfred Russel Wallace, the co-discoverer of the theory of
evolution; Herbert Spencer’s contribution to evolutionary biology; the synthesis of Mendelian genetics and
natural selection; the different views of Julian Huxley and George Gaylord Simpson on evolutionary ethics;
and the influence of Darwin’s ideas on literature. In the final section, Ruse brings the discussion up to date
with a consideration of "evolutionary development" (dubbed "evo devo") as a new evolutionary paradigm
and the effects of Darwin on religion, especially the debate surrounding Intelligent Design theory.

Ruse offers a fresh perspective on topics old and new, challenging the reader to think again about the nature
and consequences of what has been described as the biggest idea ever conceived.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Love:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Defining Darwin: Essays on the History and Philosophy of
Evolutionary Biology. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important any book Defining Darwin: Essays on the History and Philosophy of Evolutionary
Biology. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a
book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Ronald Johnson:

The guide untitled Defining Darwin: Essays on the History and Philosophy of Evolutionary Biology is the
reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Defining Darwin: Essays on the History and Philosophy of
Evolutionary Biology from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Donna Hufnagel:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Defining Darwin: Essays on the History and Philosophy of Evolutionary Biology can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Victor Parisi:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Defining Darwin: Essays on the
History and Philosophy of Evolutionary Biology can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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