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Michael J. Martin’s A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the Civil War is a deeply
researched and vividly written study of an unheralded Federal combat regiment. Few of the thousands of
regiments raised to fight the American Civil War experienced the remarkably diverse history of this little-
known organization.

The Wisconsin "Badgers" began the war as foot soldiers in the summer of 1861 as the 4th Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantry. After service in Maryland guarding railroads, the men sailed to the Gulf of Mexico to
join Maj. Gen. Benjamin Butler’s expedition to capture the South’s most important city: New Orleans. From
August 1862 to July 1863, the 4th Wisconsin participated as infantry or mounted infantry in a series of
bloody battles in Louisiana, including Baton Rouge, Bisland, the siege of Port Hudson, and Clinton. With a
desperate need for mounted troops, the Badgers were officially changed to cavalry in September 1863 and
became the 4th Wisconsin Cavalry. As troopers, they took part in four mounted expeditions across
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, serving under such notable generals as Albert Lee, John Davidson, and
Benjamin Grierson.

The Confederate armies surrendered in the spring of 1865, but the 4th Wisconsin Cavalry joined Maj. Gen.
Wesley Merritt’s cavalry division that July on its ride from Louisiana into Texas, where the regiment was
broken up and deployed in various outposts along the Rio Grande River. On May 28, 1866, Wisconsin’s last
regiment of Civil War volunteers was finally mustered out at Brownsville, Texas. Unfortunately, many of the
men would not be going home: 431 had lost their lives to enemy bullets and disease.

Eight years in the making, Martin’s regimental history is based upon scores of previously unused soldier and
civilian diaries, letters, reports, contemporary newspapers, and reminiscences. It includes dozens of
previously unpublished soldier photos, and a complete roster. Martin’s study is a must-have addition for
every serious Civil War reader.
About the Author: A descendant of a Civil War soldier who was wounded at the Wheatfield at Gettysburg,
Michael James Martin grew up in Mequon, Wisconsin, and received both an MS and a Ph.D. in Animal
science from the University of Missouri-Columbia. He is the author of several published articles on the Civil
War. This is his first book.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

The book A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the American Civil War make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the American Civil War for being
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book A History of the 4th
Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the American Civil War. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ethel Davidson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is A
History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the American Civil War.

Daniel Trimble:

This A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the American Civil War is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having A
History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the American Civil War in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you
world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

William Black:

You will get this A History of the 4th Wisconsin Infantry and Cavalry in the American Civil War by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper



ways for you.
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