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The conventional wisdom holds that the president of the United States is weak, hobbled by the separation of
powers and the short reach of his formal legal authority. In this first-ever in-depth study of executive orders,
Kenneth Mayer deals a strong blow to this view. Taking civil rights and foreign policy as examples, he
shows how presidents have used a key tool of executive power to wield their inherent legal authority and
pursue policy without congressional interference.

Throughout the nation's life, executive orders have allowed presidents to make momentous, unilateral policy
choices: creating and abolishing executive branch agencies, reorganizing administrative and regulatory
processes, handling emergencies, and determining how legislation is implemented. From the Louisiana
Purchase to the Emancipation Proclamation, from Franklin Roosevelt's establishment of the Executive Office
of the President to Bill Clinton's authorization of loan guarantees for Mexico, from Harry Truman's
integration of the armed forces to Ronald Reagan's seizures of regulatory control, American presidents have
used executive orders (or their equivalents) to legislate in ways that extend far beyond administrative
activity.

By analyzing the pattern of presidents' use of executive orders and the relationship of those orders to the
presidency as an institution, Mayer describes an office much more powerful and active than the one depicted
in the bulk of the political science literature. This distinguished work of scholarship shows that the U.S.
presidency has a great deal more than the oft-cited "power to persuade."
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From reader reviews:

Hannelore Evans:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This With the Stroke of a Pen:
Executive Orders and Presidential Power. is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Rita Heil:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The With the Stroke of a Pen: Executive
Orders and Presidential Power. is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Edward Torres:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you
ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
publication untitled With the Stroke of a Pen: Executive Orders and Presidential Power. can be excellent
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Frances Hayes:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be With the Stroke of a Pen: Executive Orders and Presidential Power. why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.
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