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'An expert in probing mafia-type relationships in present-day Russia, Martin McCauley here offers a
vigorously written scrutiny of Soviet politics and society since the days of Lenin and Stalin.'

John Keep, Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto.

The birth of the Soviet Union surprised many; its demise amazed the whole world.  How did imperial Russia
give way to the Soviet Union in 1917, and why did the USSR collapse so quickly in 1991? 

Marxism promised paradise on earth, but the Communist Party never had true power, instead allowing Lenin
and Stalin to become dictators who ruled in its name.  The failure of the planned economy to live up to
expectations led to a boom in the unplanned economy, in particular the black market.  In turn, this led to the
growth of organised crime and corruption within the government.

The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union examines the strengths, weaknesses, and contradictions of the first
Marxist state, and reassesses the role of power, authority and legitimacy in Soviet politics.  Including first-
person accounts, anecdotes, illustrations and diagrams to illustrate key concepts, McCauley
provides a seminal history of twentieth-century Russia. 
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

The reserve with title The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union (Longman History of Russia) posesses a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Dan Fry:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union
(Longman History of Russia) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jose Lloyd:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Rise and Fall of the
Soviet Union (Longman History of Russia) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Jere Bingham:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union (Longman
History of Russia) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Rise and Fall
of the Soviet Union (Longman History of Russia).
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