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Originally published in 1556, Agricola's De ReM etallica was the first book on mining to be based on field
research and observation — what today would be called the "scientific approach." It was therefore the first
book to offer detailed technical drawings to illustrate the various specialized techniques of the many
branches of mining, and the first to provide a realistic history of mining from antiquity to the mid-sixteenth
century. For almost 200 years, Agricola remained the only authoritative work in this area and by modern
times it had become one of the most highly respected scientific classics of all time. A book more often
referred to in literature on mining and metallurgy than any other, its Latin text prevented it from being as
widely used as it might have been.
In 1912, the book was translated by former President Herbert Clark Hoover and his wife. Printed in a limited
edition, the work was quickly bought up by book collectors, historians, and medievalists, who had found that
there was much to be learned from its pages. The book contains an unprecedented wealth of material on
alluvial mining, alchemy, silver refining, smelting, surveying, timbering, nitric acid making, and hundreds of
other phases of the medieval art of metallurgy. The text even covers the legal aspects of mining the use of
boundary stones, forfeitures of titles, safety requirements of tunnel building in the 1500s, and so on.
But the plates, perhaps more than anything else, have insured Agricola's continued importance. Brilliantly
executed drawings, richly detailed, reveal a whole medieval world of machinery, industrial technique, tools,
even costume and architecture. All 289 of the original woodcuts are reproduced in this reprint of the 1912
edition, offering students of the period, commercial artists, engineers, metallurgists, and even curious general
readers an unforgettable picture of the first age of technology.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book De Re Metallica (Dover Earth
Science) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication De Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science) is not
only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book De Re
Metallica (Dover Earth Science). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Daniele Vaugh:

Here thing why this kind of De Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science) are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as delightful as food or not. De Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science) giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with De Re
Metallica (Dover Earth Science). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of De Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science) in e-book can be your alternate.

Scott Rochelle:

The book untitled De Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings
you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Peter Christensen:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the De Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science) when you essential it?
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